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Medical Transcription—Is |t Right For You?

First things first. To know if medical transcription is right for you, you must know what medical
transcription is (1 will get into what it is not later). Medica transcription, defined simply, is the
process by which one transcribes (or types) dictation completed by
a hedlthcare professional. Dictation is when a physician or other

v ’\# healthcare professional speaks into a machine, either digitally
a recorded or tape-recorded, and gives details regarding their
patients treatment, care, history, etc. For every procedure, visit,
‘ and encounter, there most likely will be, and should be, a dictation
‘? s associated, including simple telephone conversations with a
g physician’s office.
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The reason for so much dictation is simple—documentation.
Healthcare professionals are required to document their encounters for many reasons. to ensure
continuity and quality of patient care, liability reasons, and the list goes on. A good example of
how a well-documented physician’s office visit might be to you would be as follows. Let's say
you have gone to establish care with a new primary care physician. During this process, of
course, most physicians take a detailed history, including
alergies, medications you are taking, past surgeries, past medical
problems, etc. These detalls are usualy dictated for later
transcription and placement into your chart. Because this
information is in your chart, it is available to your physician as a
reference point. Therefore, it makes the likelihood of your
healthcare professional prescribing a drug you are alergic to
quite low, as he/she has your allergies documented in your chart.
It also enables your doctor to proceed with treatment without the
need for you to reiterate your history over and over with each
visit because he has your past history documented in your chart
for his reference. You then are then required only to relate
things that have changed in your history in the interim since the
documentation of your history (and it is very important that you
do thisas wdll).

Now here is what medical transcription is not. | am guessing that those commercials offering to
teach medical transcription via a self-paced program are aired across the United States. | know |
see them here in Tennessee all of the time. As for commenting on the efficacy of those
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